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riveting book about a true American heroVon Ein Kundelt is quite refreshing to read a biography of a political figure
who hasn't been involved in a sex scandal and istruly an American hero. In this day and age we apply thistag to
public figures from rap stars to baseball players, when none have accomplished or endured anything along the lines of
John McCain. Timberg chronicles the senator's life from his roudy daysin high schoal to his five and a half year
imprisonment in a Viethamese POW camp, all the way to his election as a Congressman, senator, and presidential
candidacy. Facing numerous challenges, the largest of those being the years of torture and abuse at the hands of his
captors, McCain manages to overcome the spectre of both his father and grandfather being four star admirals and
carves out his own niche while maintaning individuality, integrity, and a deep sense of personal responsibility.
Timberg graphically describes the events which transpired during his yearsin Vietham, the horrendous conditions, and
McCain's steadfast desire to not be given any preferrential treatment. The book is also filled with hilarious anecdotes
along with many observations from Timberg himself regarding McCain's involvement in Vietnam, the Naval
Academy, and involvement in the Keating Five scandal. A somewhat biased book, but a great book nonetheless on a
truly remarkable American figure who could very well end up as our next president.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. An Intriguing Unbiased Account of McCainVon Keith EndresJohn McCain may be a
character that is currently considered either in love or hate, but either of those opinions could be well challenged by
the facts presented in this well-written account of the Senator's life. From his boyhood in the shadow of his father and
grandfather (both US admirals themselves) to his escapades at the Academy and then into his heroic tenurein
Vietnam, this book does a superb job of detailing the life and ideol ogies of this provacative man that one ay never
understand by simply watching CNN or CNBC. Even hisrise into politicsis detailed in an unbiased manner and |
firmly believe that this book should be essential reading for anyone with an interest in American politics or recent
political and military history.0 von O Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. John McCain: An American
OdysseyVon Gregory J. Scougall An excellent objective account of John McCain. | was looking for as unbiased book
on this presidentia hopeful as possible. | found it in this book. Although somewhat biased myself, | appreciated the
candid remarks about his renegade attitude and well publicized short temper. | firmly believe that this book will help
one form his/her own opinion of McCain rather than attempt to lead you in one direction or another. If nothing else,
after reading this book, you will surely walk away with an appreciation if not admiration for what John McCain went
through asa5 1/2 year POW in Viet Nam.

KurzbeschreibungFrom the Naval Academy to the POW camps of Vietnam to Capitol Hill and possibly to the White
House -- one of America's most remarkable men In 1998, at the dedication of the National Prisoner of War Museum in
Andersonville, Georgia, former Attorney General Griffin Bell, a Democrat, introduced Senator John McCain, the
featured speaker and a Republican, with these words: "We often hear people now say, where are our heroes, where
have all our heroes gone? Well, Senator McCain is an authentic, living American hero." So begins Robert Timberg's
gripping and penetrating biography of Senator John McCain, the man who may someday be President of the United
States. In John McCain: An American Odyssey, Timberg provides a riveting account of McCain's remarkable life --
from his rambunctious childhood and his madcap escapades asa U.S. Naval Academy midshipman to hisgrim
experiences as a combat pilot and POW in Vietnam, where he was held prisoner by the North Vietnamese for five and
ahalf years. Most importantly, the author illuminates Senator McCain's postwar evolution into one of our country's
most distinguished political leaders and a formidable presidential candidate. Inspired by the success of The
Nightingale's Song (selected by The New Y ork Times as a"Notable Book of the Year" in 1995 and by Time as one of
that year's five best nonfiction books), John McCain: An American Odyssey probes more deeply into the life of this
hugely colorful, straight-talking American original. It isarich and captivating portrait of one of America's most
fascinating and provocative public figures -- aman who has captured the imagination of millions of Americans and
who will continue to be a most prominent figure on the American political landscape..delf, as you're reading John
McCain: An American Odyssey, you feel a sense of dj vu, don't be alarmed--you may very well have read this book
before. Robert Timberg has extracted from his 1995 book The Nightingal€'s Song, which dealt with several Naval
Academy graduates who went on to serve in Vietnam, those passages that involved Senator John McCain, a candidate
for the Republican nomination in the 2000 presidential elections. To this Timberg has added some new, updated
material. Roughly half of this story is covered in McCain's own memoir, Faith of My Fathers, including McCain's
early military career and an internment in a North Viethamese POW camp that lasted nearly six years. But it's
presented here from an objective, journalistic perspective (and Timberg's own stint at Annapolis informs the sections
on the Naval Academy immeasurably). But there's also strong material on McCain's political career, from hisfirst
campaigns in Arizonathrough the dark days of hisinvolvement in the "Keating Five" scandal of the early '90s up to
hisrolein 1999 as a critic of American involvement in the NATO attack on Serbia (which, McCain said, wasn't strong
enough).Pressestimmen”Bob Timberg...often gives me the unsettling feeling that he knows more about me than |



do." -- John McCain



