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Von John E. Semonche : Keeping the Faith: A Cultural History of the U.S. Supreme Court  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Keeping the Faith: A Cultural History of the 
U.S. Supreme Court: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Entertaining and challengingVon Ein KundeWhile the media reports of violence, hate groups, and the breakdown of 
American society into multiple groups seeking narrow, separate identities tend to force one into a pessimistic even 
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hopeless view of American society, this book breaks the reader out of the pit of copycat thinking and leads the lucky 
reader to a fresh, optimistic understanding of the ties that bind Americans as a people and a nation and the pivotal roles 
that the men and women of the Supreme Court have played in the creation and nurturing of those ties. It has become 
fashionable to bemoan American culture; Professor Semonche through meticulous historical research and stimulating 
ideas gives us a new fashion to follow as we approach the 21st century. He is no Pollyanna, but he firmly believes in 
the power and uniqueness of the American rule of law and individual freedom and in her citizens' almost unconscious 
belief in these same things. This book will teach you things you did not know about our highest court and its players, 
but most importantly it will open your mind to things that, as an American, you really did know but had forgotten.

KurzbeschreibungThis ambitious and accessible history of the nation's highest court contains information important 
for every American to know.PressestimmenProfessor Semonche has written an excellent analytical history of the role 
and function of what he calls 'the high priests of the American civil religion.' He has succeeded ably in weaving both 
the theory and the practice of the high tribunal into his historical presentation, and he never lets the reader forget that, 
as he puts it, 'the Court plays the most significant role as an actor within the culture.' Semonche's tome is a welcome 
addition to the literature in the field; he reasons comprehensively; and he writes engagingly.--Henry J. Abraham, 
University of VirginiaAn innovative study of the history of the Supreme Court that draws imaginatively on concepts 
of culture in general and civic religion in particular. Every student of the Court will benefit from Semonche's insightful 
analysis that has as much to say about the values that bind Americans as it does about constitutional law and the 
justices.--Kermit Hall, North Carolina State UniversityA thoughtful, balanced, and perceptive account of the Supreme 
Court in American government and politics. . . . A sweeping historical survey, richly informed.--Herman Belz, 
University of MarylandIn his illuminating study of the significance of the Supreme Court in American public culture, 
Professor Semonche contends that, from the very beginning, the Justices have played an unappreciated role in shaping 
American identity and binding us together as a nation. Readers will be fascinated by this challenge to the fashionable 
naysayers, for Semonche offers a much cheerier view of the performance of the high priests of our civil religion.--
William E. Leuchtenburg, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, author of The Supreme Court 
RebornSemonche's book is worthy of commendation for having illuminated the role that the Supreme Court has come 
to play over time, and the consequences for American politics, life, and culture. Keeping the Faith's central thesis is 
one that all serious students of the Supreme Court will need to consider.--David Stebenne, Dept. of History, Ohio 
State -H-Net: Humanities and Social Science s Online -Semonche's broad legal-historical survey stands as a model of 
intelligence and grace . . . warrants the consideration of all students of American law.--M. Cantor, Universtiy of 
Massachussets at Amherst -CHOICE, December 1998 -Gracefully written for a wide audience.--Kenneth L. Karst, 
University of California, Los Angeles -American Historical -The justices of the Supreme Court are the nation's 'high 
priests, ' and their primary function is to interpret our 'holy writ, ' that is the U.S. Constitution. They are the keepers of 
the flame of liberty, the defenders of the covenant, our help in ages past, and our hope in years to come. . . . The author 
has good case to make about this civic faith or civil religion.--Edwin S. Gaustad, University of California, Riverside -
Church History: Studies in Christianity and Culture -A fascinating look at the history and role of the United States 
Supreme Court. . . . The book would make an excellent supplemental text for classes on Supreme Court history or on 
civil liberties.--Craig Hemmens, Boise State University -Perspectives on Political Science -KurzbeschreibungThis 
ambitious and accessible history of the nation's highest court contains information important for every American to 
know. 


