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KurzbeschreibungIn a fascinating "urban biography," Michael Hamm tells the story of one of Europe's most diverse 
cities and its distinctive mix of Ukrainian, Polish, Russian, and Jewish inhabitants. A splendid urban center in 
medieval times, Kiev became a major metropolis in late Imperial Russia, and is now the capital of independent 
Ukraine. After a concise account of Kiev's early history, Hamm focuses on the city's dramatic growth in the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. The first historian to analyze how each of Kiev's ethnic groups contributed to the vitality 
of the city's culture, he also examines the violent conflicts that developed among them. In vivid detail, he shows why 
Kiev came to be known for its "abundance of revolutionaries" and its anti-Semitic violence.PressestimmenThis 
carefully detailed account reveals another side of the city's history.... [It] helps to put present events in context, 
showing that at least one of the 'new' nationalisms in the former Soviet Union has old and very deep roots.--Anne 
Applebaum "The Times "Compelling reading.... Hamm's study of Kiev is a finely honed work. It conveys ... a sense of 
place, a feel for a city undergoing rapid, often profoundly unsettling change.--James H. Bater "Russian "This carefully 
detailed account reveals another side of the city'shistory.... [It] helps to put present events in context, showing that 
atleast one of the 'new' nationalisms in the former Soviet Union has old andvery deep roots.--Anne Applebaum "The 
Times "Compelling reading.... Hamm's study of Kiev is a finely honed work. Itconveys ... a sense of place, a feel for a 
city undergoing rapid, oftenprofoundly unsettling change.--James H. Bater "Russian "Winner of the Antonovych Prize 
for an Exceptional Work on the History of the Ukraine, Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych FoundationWinner of the 
Antonovych Prize for an Exceptional Work on the History of the Ukraine, Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych 
FoundationWinner of the Antonovych Prize for an Exceptional Work on the History of the Ukraine, Omelan and 
Tatiana Antonovych Foundation"This carefully detailed account reveals another side of the city's history.... [It] helps 
to put present events in context, showing that at least one of the 'new' nationalisms in the former Soviet Union has old 
and very deep roots."--Anne Applebaum, The Times (London)"Compelling reading.... Hamm's study of Kiev is a 
finely honed work. It conveys ... a sense of place, a feel for a city undergoing rapid, often profoundly unsettling 
change."--James H. Bater, Russian -This carefully detailed account reveals another side of the city's history.... [It] 
helps to put present events in context, showing that at least one of the 'new' nationalisms in the former Soviet Union 
has old and very deep roots.---Anne Applebaum, The Times (London)-Compelling reading.... Hamm's study of Kiev is 
a finely honed work. It conveys ... a sense of place, a feel for a city undergoing rapid, often profoundly unsettling 
change.---James H. Bater, Russian KurzbeschreibungIn a fascinating "urban biography," Michael Hamm tells the story 
of one of Europe's most diverse cities and its distinctive mix of Ukrainian, Polish, Russian, and Jewish inhabitants. A 
splendid urban center in medieval times, Kiev became a major metropolis in late Imperial Russia, and is now the 
capital of independent Ukraine. After a concise account of Kiev's early history, Hamm focuses on the city's dramatic 
growth in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The first historian to analyze how each of Kiev's ethnic groups 
contributed to the vitality of the city's culture, he also examines the violent conflicts that developed among them. In 
vivid detail, he shows why Kiev came to be known for its "abundance of revolutionaries" and its anti-Semitic violence. 


