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Von Kit Carson : Kit Carson's Autobiography (Bison Book S) (English Edition) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Kit Carson's Autobiography (Bison Book S) (English
Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A very
good book that iswell edited.Von Ein KundeChristopher Houston Carson was born in 1809 and was reared on the raw
Missouri frontier sans aformal education. He was orphaned in childhood, apprenticed as a leather worker, and began
his legendary career at the age of sixteen after running away from his employer. Carson joined a wagon train bound
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for New Mexico and embarked on ajourney that spanned the opening of the American West through the subjugation
of the Navajo nation.Numerous books, including cheap dime novels, have been written about Kit Carson and his
famed career. It's hard to separate the real Carson from the image honed by these writers over the many decades since
his death. Kit Carson was described by afriend as"quiet and unassuming in al his actions...he had endured all
imaginable hardships with a steady perserverance and unflinching courage." Thisis an apt description of Carson and a
reading of this autobiography will reinforce that assessment.Carson wasn't an impressive man: small, round
shouldered, fair skinned, long in the body and short in the legs. His appearance was deceptive as he was the West's
greatest free lance Indian fighter and the only Brigadier General in the U. S. Army who neither read nor could write
anything beyond his own name. Carson was never cowed by his lack of education and consistently surpassed his
contemporaries in every job he undertook.It wasin 1856, that Carson prompted by a desire to capitalize on his
growing reputation dictated hislife story and gave it to Jesse Turley to be used for their mutual benefit, Turley passed
it onto Dr. DeWitt Peters who fleshed out Carson's efforts and published a 534 page biography in 1858 entitled, "The
Life and Adventures of Kit Carson, The Nestor of the Rocky Mountains, From Facts Narrated by Himself." There was
much padding of an unrealistic nature that caused Carson to remark, upon having the book read to him, that he thought
Dr. Peters, "had laid it on aleetle too thick." Until 1922, readers were unaware the actual Carson autobiography was a
slim 138 pages, straightforward and unadorned, which unlike Peters book rang with the truth of actual events.
Carson's memory was remarkable even though he was somewhat confused and his chronology wasin error in several
instances.Editor Quaiffe does an excellent job by supplementing Carson's account. This book is areliable source
although sketchy in pertinent details. Of all the adventurous fur trappers who roamed the frontier, only Kit Carson has
become so widely known that he has achieved the status of alegend. This book covers Carson's life through 1856, so it
doesn't encompass the highlights of hislater career as an army officer, conqueror of the Navajo Nation, Indian agent,
and so forth.Carson was very subjective in selecting those events that would or would not appear in his autobiography.
An unpleasant incident not mentioned occurred in 1846, with the Bear Flag Party in California. Carson and others
captured Francisco and Ramon de Haro and their uncle, Jose de los Barreyesa. Carson was told by John C. Fremont, "
have no use for these prisoners. Do your duty." Carson construed this remark in its darkest sense and had them shot.
Carson failed to mention his Arapaho wife Waa-nibe, Singing Wind, or their daughter. He also forgot his second wife
Making Out Road, a Cheyenne, who divorced him Indian style. Carson later married 15 year old Maria Josefa
Jaramillo, and they eventually had eight children.Carson's narrative unknowingly indicts the allegedly benign
CaliforniaMission System. A Padre from the San Rafael Mission asked him to recover Indians who had fled the
mission. Carson chased, fought, and defeated fellow Indians who had sheltered the runaways. The remnants of the
mission runaways were returned by Carson to San Rafael's peonage system. Carons's touted respect for Indians' rights
is further suspect considering his plan to allow Utes to keep Navajos as slaves or to alow them to be sold to New
Mexicans citizens as domestics or farm help. Carson's plan was vetoed.The effectiveness of this book liesin its
simplicity. Carson was famous in his lifetime yet modest about his accomplishments. Thereislittle of the self-
advertised showman in Carson; he was a bona-fide legend. There is less difference between the real Kit Carson and his
legend than is usually the case with alleged frontier heroes as Buffalo Bill. Carson was a man with admirable qualities
and more than afew reprehensible traits yet he was a giant among his peers - a person who inspired legends.In 1860
while hunting in the San Juan Mountains of Colorado, Carson fell under his horse and rolled down a steep slope
entangled in hisreins. He was severely injured in his chest and never wholly recovered. He died in 1868, a month after
hiswife. They were transported from Colorado to Taos, New Mexico, and buried near Carson's old home.Kit Carson
was atrue frontier icon imbued with mythical qualities and this autobiography supports the myth. Thereislittle of
Carson's dark side in this book which isn't unusual as sensitivity for the rights of others wasn't a prevailing trait in the
19th century. His story isinteresting and slightly purified but the thoughts, actions, and results are pure Kit Carson.0
von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Kit explainsit all'Von CustomerDisclaimer: Kit Carson is my
first cousin, five times removed! And that'swhy | read this book.It took awhile to sink in, but the compelling feature
about Kit's autobiography is the editing. There are extensive footnotes throughout that put Kit's text in historical
perspective, point out errorsin his memory, and round out the story.He describes his 16-year life asaMountain Man
in almost monosyllabic terms. In other words, he compresses a whole year into a single paragraph. A short
paragraph!But it gets better when he has something to say about his scouting and Indian relations roles.Why does it
explain it all? Because | have this wanderlust locked up inside me, and I've always wondered where it came from!

Kurzbeschreibung"Notice is hereby given to all persons, that Christopher Carson, aboy about 16 years old, small of
his age, but thick-set; light hair, ran away from the subscriber, living in Franklin, Howard County, Missouri, to whom
he had been bound to learn the saddler's trade. . . . One cent reward will be given to any person who will bring back
the said boy."This notice appeared in the Missouri Intelligencer of October 6, 1826, at about the same time that Kit
Carson, in the humble role of "cavvy boy" in Bent's Santa F caravan, embarked upon his notable career. Thirty years



later, a postgraduate of the University of the Wilderness, and for a decade past a national hero, he was persuaded to
dictate to aliterate friend his own story of hislife to date.The accountas modest and undemonstrative as Carson's feats
were remarkablecovers hislife as atrapper, Indian fighter, guide, and buffalo hunter up to the fall of 1856. Among the
high spots during these years were his trapping expedition to Californiawith Ewing Y oung (18291831), his celebrated
duel with Shunar at the Green River rendezvous of 1837, the three expeditions with John C. Frmont (1842, 18431844,
1845), his exploitsin the Mexican War (18461848), and his service as an Indian agent.



