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Von Clifford Dowdey : Lee: A Biography before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised Lee: A Biography:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Homage
to an American HeroVon Ein KundeAn excellent, thorough, effecting biography of a great American. There are many
individuals in our nation's history who commanded armies and adulation during their lifetimes which we would be
hesitant to call "Hero" - often times these individuals serve their own interests first, inspired by their own egotism (as


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B013CS9QT2

contemporariesto Lee, Beauregard and Sheridan come to mind). R. E. Lee was of a different mold, born into a proud
family humbled by the financial misfortunes of his father, Revolutionary War soldier "Light Horse" Harry Lee (who
served timein prison for debts), R. E. Le€e's entire life was conducted out of a primary sense of duty: Duty to his
family, his God, and his country. Throughout this work, Dowdey convincingly argues that Lee's position must be
interpreted within the framework of the Virginia society in which he was raised. When Virginia seceded from the
Union (unwillingly, the majority voted to remain in the Union until Lincoln called for force of armsto march on
Virginias soil) Lee saw it as his duty, as a Virginian, to go with his native state and family. This despite the fact that
Leewas strongly in favor of working within the framework of the Republic and in favor of an emancipation plan, even
after General Scott had offered Lee command of the newly forming Union Army. Thiswork by Dowdey is much more
than a biography of one of our great historical figures - it is also a convincing commentary on the politics of the time.
Lest we forget, Northern Radical Republicans shared the responsibility for committing the country to the catastrophe
that was the American Civil War - in many cases, worked to achieve that end. Even at the point of firing on Fort
Sumter, areasonable, compromise approach (keeping the same objectives in mind) could have retained the key
Southern and border states of Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee in the Union (or at least out of the Confederacy).
However, Lincoln, acting on behalf of the Radical Republicans, committed the country to a fratricidal war that
degenerated into a four-year atrocity committed on the native population. Sumner, Stevens, Stanton - these men cared
nothing about preserving the Union or bettering the human condition. They cared about subjugating one section of the
country to serve the interests of the Northeastern financial-industrial complex. Dowdey convincingly argues that the
ACW was the end of the federated Republic envisioned by the founding fathers and the beginning of the specia
interest group Democracy that persists to the present day. The mgority of the nation (including Lincoln and Lee) was
in agreement on the slavery issue - an evil existed which had to be eliminated in a controlled manner over time. In fact,
the Virginia state government was on the verge of approving an emancipation plan in 1832 - only to be foiled by fears
generated by Northern abolitionists promoting violence (conveniently enough, calling for action in sections of the
country far from their own families). The Radical Republicans played the slavery card to stain the South, ensuring that
sectional strife would continue to divide the country for aslong as possible, providing opportunities for political
exploitation. Thisisagreat read, and stands the test of time in answer to more recent works (e.g. Nolan's Lee
Considered) which seek to denigrate Lee's statusin history in order to cast a more favorable light on Lee's opponents.
Any question asto Lee's motives, especialy his"decision" (in reality, there was no decision to be made) to continue
fighting through the siege at Petersburg and the retreat to Appomattox, are thoroughly answered. Lee's life was
consumed by his sense of duty. Lee trusted wholly to the Providence of God and his life was service for the public
good - anything else was not worthy of consideration. Consider Dowdey's work on Lee well before considering later
attempts at revisionism.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Homage to an American HeroVon
Ein KundeAn excellent, thorough, effecting biography of a great American. There are many individualsin our nation's
history who commanded armies and adulation during their lifetimes which we would be hesitant to call "Hero" - often
times these individuals serve their own interests first, inspired by their own egotism (as contemporariesto Lee,
Beauregard and Sheridan come to mind). R. E. Lee was of a different mold, born into a proud family humbled by the
financial misfortunes of his father, Revolutionary War soldier "Light Horse" Harry Lee (who served time in prison for
debts), R. E. Lee's entire life was conducted out of a primary sense of duty: Duty to his family, his God, and his
country. Throughout this work, Dowdey convincingly argues that Lee's position must be interpreted within the
framework of the Virginia society in which he was raised. When Virginia seceded from the Union (unwillingly, the
majority voted to remain in the Union until Lincoln called for force of arms to march on Virginias soil) Lee saw it as
his duty, as a Virginian, to go with his native state and family. This despite the fact that Lee was strongly in favor of
working within the framework of the Republic and in favor of an emancipation plan, even after General Scott had
offered Lee command of the newly forming Union Army. Thiswork by Dowdey is much more than a biography of
one of our great historical figures- it is also a convincing commentary on the politics of the time. Lest we forget,
Northern Radical Republicans shared the responsibility for committing the country to the catastrophe that was the
American Civil War - in many cases, worked to achieve that end. Even at the point of firing on Fort Sumter, a
reasonable, compromise approach (keeping the same objectives in mind) could have retained the key Southern and
border states of Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee in the Union (or at least out of the Confederacy). However,
Lincoln, acting on behalf of the Radical Republicans, committed the country to afratricidal war that degenerated into a
four-year atrocity committed on the native population. Sumner, Stevens, Stanton - these men cared nothing about
preserving the Union or bettering the human condition. They cared about subjugating one section of the country to
serve the interests of the Northeastern financial-industrial complex. Dowdey convincingly argues that the ACW was
the end of the federated Republic envisioned by the founding fathers and the beginning of the specia interest group
Democracy that persists to the present day. The magjority of the nation (including Lincoln and Lee) was in agreement
on the slavery issue - an evil existed which had to be eliminated in a controlled manner over time. In fact, the Virginia
state government was on the verge of approving an emancipation planin 1832 - only to be foiled by fears generated by
Northern abolitionists promoting violence (conveniently enough, calling for action in sections of the country far from



their own families). The Radical Republicans played the slavery card to stain the South, ensuring that sectiona strife
would continue to divide the country for as long as possible, providing opportunities for political exploitation. Thisisa
great read, and stands the test of time in answer to more recent works (e.g. Nolan's L ee Reconsidered) which seek to
denigrate Lee's status in history in order to cast amore favorable light on Lee's opponents. Any question asto Lee's
motives, especialy his"decision” (in reality, there was no decision to be made) to continue fighting through the siege
at Petersburg and the retreat to Appomattox, are thoroughly answered. Lee's life was consumed by his sense of duty.
Lee trusted whoally to the Providence of God and his life was service for the public good - anything else was not
worthy of consideration. Consider Dowdey's work on Lee well before considering later attempts at revisionism.0 von 0
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good book about the entire life of Robert E. LeeVon Ein Kundel
enjoyed this book very much, asit gave agood overview of the entire life of Robert E. Lee and not only the war years.
It included quotes from letters that he wrote to family members, as well as things other people wrote about him at the
time, and that added to the flavor of the book and gave a good sense of what kind of man he was. | especially enjoyed
reading the brief biography of his father and how the book included commentary on what was happening elsewhere to
give awell-roundedness to the life of Lee. However, | felt the author's commentary on reconstruction went on a bit too
long. The author's tone was very "pro" Lee and, in that vein, he criticized others, which | don't think was necessary to
get the point across. Altogether, | enjoyed this book and it has inspired me to want to seek out more information, not
only about Robert E. Lee, but about the Civil War in general, and about other leaders during those times.

KurzbeschreibungGeneral Robert E. Leeiswell known as amajor figure in the Civil War. However, by removing Lee
from the delimiting frame of the Civil War and placing him in the context of the Republic'stotal history, Dowdey
shows the "eternal relevance” of this tragic figure to the American heritage. With access to hundreds of personal
letters, Dowdey brings fresh insights into Lee's background and personal relationships and examines the factors which
made L ee that rare specimen, a complete person. In tracing Lee's reluctant involvement in the sectional conflict,
Dowdey shows that he was essentially a peacemaker, very advanced in his disbelief in war as a resolution.Lee had
never led troopsin combat until suddenly given command of a demoralized, hodgepodge force under siege from
McClellan in front of Richmond. In adetailed study of Lee's growth in the mastery of the techniques of war, he shows
his early mistakes, the nature of his seemingly intuitive powers, the limitations imposed by his personal character and
physical decline, and the effect of this character on the men with whom he created alegendary army. It was after the
fighting was over that Dowdey believes L ee made his most significant and neglected achievement. As a symbol of the
defeated people, he rose above al hostilities and, in the wreckage of his own fortunes, advocated rebuilding a New
South, for which he set the example with his progressive program in education. The essence of Lee's tragedy was the
futility of his efforts toward the harmonious restoration of the Republic with the dissensions of the past
forgotten.Skyhorse Publishing, along with our Arcade, Good Books, Sports Publishing, and Y uccaimprints, is proud
to publish a broad range of biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs. Our list includes biographies on well-known
historical figures like Benjamin Franklin, Nelson Mandela, and Alexander Graham Bell, as well asvillains from
history, such as Heinrich Himmler, John Wayne Gacy, and O. J. Simpson. We have also published survivor stories of
World War 11, memoirs about overcoming adversity, first-hand tales of adventure, and much more. While not every
title we publish becomes a New Y ork Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects
that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.



