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Von Joseph Gies, Frances Gies: Lifein a Medieval Castle before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Lifein aMedieval Castle:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A must-
have for anyone who loves the Middle Ages!Von Ein KundeLifein aMedieval Castle is absolutely masterful!
Extremely well researched, each chapter is a goldmine of information. The work not only offers a wonderful summary
of the history of the development of the castle but also gives the reader areal feel for castle life. The text is engaging
and very well written. Jargon specific to discussions of feudalism and castles is defined in concise tables at the back of
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the book. Liberally sprinkled with excellent photographs, the book provides extras, such as a schematic drawing of a
castle and words and music to medieval songs (although | did find myself wishing that at least some of the plates
could have been in color). The geographical guide to castles is comprehensive and examples are chosen with care.
Bibliography is provided for each chapter for those readers who wish to study certain topics in-depth. Bibliographic
selections are authoritative, current and comprehensive. The index is also well done and easy to use. The book isan
excellent addition to reading lists for courses on the Middle Ages as well as an enjoyable read for anyone who wishes
to learn more about medieval life.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. How many of your History
101 books do you read againVon A ReaderAsa 17 year old freshman, | expected to have to force my way through
the assigned chapters of what | expected to be a mega-boring dose of medieval torture. | was delighted enough to read
the whole book in aweekend, and have picked it, and its sequels (which were not required reading), up again and
again throughout the years. What makesit unique is that its painstaking research is concisely and vividly presented,
focusing on specific people within the strata of life within amedieval castle. It doesn't glorify, get bogged down in
details, pity or condescend to its subject. There's dirt, disease and war along with everyday chores, pastimes, dining
and amusement. It's amust read for anyone interested in an accurate and unembellished picture of the gamut of
medieval society. I'm glad to see that it is still in print.0 von O Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Entertaining and usefulVon Sarah E. MorinResearching? Expanding your horizons just for kicks? This book is
excellent by either account. Perhaps what | appreciated most about this book was that it covered alittle bit of
everything - from history to architecture to military engagements to domestic uses to the people who actually lived in
castles. Castles really come to lifein this book - as well as the people housed within. There's enough detail in here to
satisfy the researcher - but the prose moves along at a trim pace so you won't get bogged down. If you're interested in a
specific facet of castles or castle life, you may have to supplement your knowledge elsewhere, but thisisafine
overview of castles and their history.

KurzbeschreibungFrom acclaimed historians Frances and Joseph Gies comes the reissue of this definitive classic on
medieval castles, which was a source for George R.R. Martins Game of Thrones series.Castles are crumbly and
romantic. They still hint at an age more colorful and gallant than our own, but are often debunked by boring people
who like to run on about drafts and grumble that the latrines did not work. Joseph and Frances Gies offer abook that
helps set the record straightand keeps the romance too. TimeA widely respected academic work and a source for
George R.R. Martins Game of Thrones, Joseph and Frances Giess bestselling Lifein aMedieval Castle remains a
timeless work of popular medieval scholarship.Focusing on Chepstow, an English castle that survived the turbulent
Middle Ages with arelative lack of violence, the book offers an exquisite portrait of what day-to-day life was actually
like during the era, and of the key role the castle played. The Gieses take us through the full cycle of amedieval year,
dictated by the rhythms of the harvest. We learn what |lords and serfs alike would have worn, eaten, and done for
leisure, and of the outside threats the castle always hoped to keep at bay.For medieval buffs and anyone who wantsto
learn more about this fascinating era, Lifein aMedieva Castleis astimely today aswhen it wasfirst
published.PressestimmenSome particular books | found useful for A Game of Thrones and its sequels deserve
mention. ... Lifein aMedieval Castle and Lifein a Medieval City, both by Joseph and Frances Gies. (George R.R.
Martin, author of the A Song of Ice and Fire series) The Gieses succeed in making aremote and unfamiliar world
accessible. (Kirkus s)The authors allow medieval man and woman to speak for themselves through selections from
past journals, songs, even account books. (Time)KurzbeschreibungFrom acclaimed historians Frances and Joseph Gies
comes the reissue of this definitive classic on medieval castles, which was a source for George R.R. Martins Game of
Thrones series.Castles are crumbly and romantic. They still hint at an age more colorful and gallant than our own, but
are often debunked by boring people who like to run on about drafts and grumble that the latrines did not work. Joseph
and Frances Gies offer abook that helps set the record straightand keeps the romance too. TimeA widely respected
academic work and a source for George R.R. Martins Game of Thrones, Joseph and Frances Giess bestselling Lifein a
Medieval Castle remains atimeless work of popular medieval scholarship.Focusing on Chepstow, an English castle
that survived the turbulent Middle Ages with arelative lack of violence, the book offers an exquisite portrait of what
day-to-day life was actually like during the era, and of the key role the castle played. The Gieses take us through the
full cycle of amedieval year, dictated by the rhythms of the harvest. We learn what lords and serfs alike would have
worn, eaten, and done for leisure, and of the outside threats the castle always hoped to keep at bay.For medieval buffs
and anyone who wants to learn more about this fascinating era, Lifein aMedieval Castleis astimely today as when it
was first published.



