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Von Susan Smith-Josephy : Lillian Alling: The Journey Home (Extraordinary Women)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lillian Alling: The Journey Home 
(Extraordinary Women): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Eine 
ungewhnliche Lebensgeschichte.Von M. W. BroscheitDieses Buch ist eine echte, eher wissenschaftliche Biografie ber 
eine ungewhnliche Frau.Diese Lillian Alling, deren Geschichte in Kanada relativ bekannt ist, war mir bis vor Kurzem 
noch nie untergekommen, obwohl ich mich schon seit langem fr Geschichte allgemein und Kanada/Alaska im 
besonderen interessiere. In einem Buch ber den Alaska Highway und dessen Vorgeschichte tauchte dieser Name dann 
zum ersten Mal auf.Eine aus Osteuropa eingewanderte Frau, die Ende der 20ger Jahre des vorherigen Jahrhunderts aus 
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nur zu spekulierenden Grnden beschliet in ihre alte Heimat zurckzukehren. Von dieser Vorgeschichte ist wenig 
bekannt, nur das sie kaum Geld hatte und den Entschluss fasste dies von New York zu Fu ber Kanada, Alaska und 
Sibirien zu versuchen.Auf der Seite der Autorin dieser Biografie kann man lesen:"Lillian Alling is a legend. She has 
been the subject of novels, plays, epic poems, an opera and more tall tales than can be remembered. Her life has been 
subjected to speculation, fiction and exaggeration. But as legendary as she may be, the true story of Lillian Alling has 
never been told."Was eine trockene Abhandlung und Ansammlung von Quellen und Zitaten htte werden knnen, wird 
von dieser Autorin auf lockere, spannende und sehr persnliche Weise erzhlt. Quellen, Zitate usw. werden natrlich 
trotzdem angefhrt und laden zum weiteren Nachforschen ein.Leider ist es auch ihr nicht gelungen die unbekannte 
Vorgeschichte oder Lillians weiteres Schicksal, nachdem sie es tatschlich bis Sibirien geschafft hatte, zu erforschen. 
So taucht diese ungewhnliche Frau aus dem Dunkel der Geschichte auf und verschwindet nach einer kurzen Periode 
wieder darin. In der Zwischenzeit hat sie aber einen bleibenden Fuabdruck darin hinterlassen.Das Buch lsst einen trotz 
aller akribischen Arbeit der Autorin irgendwie hungrig nach mehr zurck. Die Autorin hat bewusst auf Spekulationen 
verzichtet und wirklich belastbare Fakten zu dieser Frau waren eher selten, sie war, wie mehrfach berichtet wird, auch 
nicht sehr Kommunikativ. So musste ihre Geschichte aus den Berichten von Leuten, die ihr begegnet sind, 
rekonstruiert werden.Fazit: Ein Buch ber eine ungewhnliche Lebensgeschichte und als Biografie spannend zu lesen. 
Wenn man sich berlegt, dass in der Zwischenzeit noch keine hundert Jahre vergangen sind, wirklich beeindruckend.

KurzbeschreibungIn 1926, Lillian Alling, a European immigrant, set out on a journey home from New York. She had 
little money and no transportation, but plenty of determination. In the three years that followed, Alling walked all the 
way to Dawson City, Yukon, crossing the North American continent on foot. She walked across the Canadian 
landscape, weathering the baking sun and freezing winter, crossed the rugged Rocky Mountains and hiked the untested 
wilderness of British Columbia and the Yukon. Finally, on a make-shift raft, she sailed alone down the Yukon River 
from Dawson City all the way to the Bering Sea.Lillian Alling is a legend. She has been the subject of novels, plays, 
epic poems, an opera and more tall tales than can be remembered. Her life has been subjected to speculation, fiction, 
and exaggeration. But as legendary as she may be, the true story of Lillian Alling has never been told. The Mystery 
Woman, as she came to be known, is as intriguing to us now as she was to those she met on her trek. Lillians name 
lives on in the folk tales of British Columbia, the Yukon and Alaska, but her life leading up to her journey and what 
waited for her at home in Eastern Europe still remains a shadowy mystery.Lillian Alling: The Journey Home is a 
collection of personal documents, first-hand recollections, family tales and archival research that provide tantalizing 
new clues to Lillians story. Smith-Josephy places Lillian firmly in the context of history and among the cast of unique 
and colourful characters she met along her journey.KurzbeschreibungIn 1926, Lillian Alling, a European immigrant, 
set out on a journey home from New York. She had little money and no transportation, but plenty of determination. In 
the three years that followed, Alling walked all the way to Dawson City, Yukon, crossing the North American 
continent on foot. She walked across the Canadian landscape, weathering the baking sun and freezing winter, crossed 
the rugged Rocky Mountains and hiked the untested wilderness of British Columbia and the Yukon. Finally, on a 
make-shift raft, she sailed alone down the Yukon River from Dawson City all the way to the Bering Sea.Lillian Alling 
is a legend. She has been the subject of novels, plays, epic poems, an opera and more tall tales than can be 
remembered. Her life has been subjected to speculation, fiction, and exaggeration. But as legendary as she may be, the 
true story of Lillian Alling has never been told. The Mystery Woman, as she came to be known, is as intriguing to us 
now as she was to those she met on her trek. Lillians name lives on in the folk tales of British Columbia, the Yukon 
and Alaska, but her life leading up to her journey and what waited for her at home in Eastern Europe still remains a 
shadowy mystery.Lillian Alling: The Journey Home is a collection of personal documents, first-hand recollections, 
family tales and archival research that provide tantalizing new clues to Lillians story. Smith-Josephy places Lillian 
firmly in the context of history and among the cast of unique and colourful characters she met along her journey.ber 
den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeSusan Smith-Josephy is a writer, researcher and genealogist. She trained as a 
journalist at Langara College and has worked for a number of small-town newspapers in BC. She has a degree in 
history from SFU, and is passionate about BC history. She lives in Quesnel, British Columbia. 'Lillian Alling: The 
Journey Home' is her first book. 


