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Von Roderick Stewart, Sharon Stewart : Phoenix  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Phoenix: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Life's 
WorkVon DianaThis is the story of Norman Bethune, an extraordinary Canadian surgeon. The son of a clergyman he 
became a well known doctor in Montreal and later in the fields of Spain, and lastly in China. He lived an erratic life, a 
life of amazing achievements and sometimes of self destruction. He loved women but his marriage to his wife was a 
disaster. They divorced and then married once more, a second marriage, which also ended in chaos. His personal life 
was very turbulent. After a long illness with tuberculosis he led a crusade to eradicate the illness, and with that he 
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became a pioneer in trying to introduce medicare in Canada. This led to a study of Marxism and further a study into 
communism. After a turbulent time in Spain and a disappointing homecoming, he decided to become a communist, 
which finally led him to performing battlefield surgery in China, with the army. This meant that he went from camp to 
camp not only looking after the wounded but when, and if time allowed, he looked after villagers. He helped the blind 
to see,the lame to walk, and no child was turned away. His faith in communism became his big commitment and it 
drove him to take many risks. This led to death due to an infection which he caught while operating without gloves 
there were no gloves) in a remote part of China.The research for this book has been endless. Both authors have 
followed the trail of this man for 40 years! The research was endless, and that has resulted in one of the best 
biographies of our times. I must just add that the many foot notes give a clarity and a broadminded picture of a really 
extraordinary Canadian, and perhaps one can say of the world. Read it and judge for yourself.

KurzbeschreibungIn Phoenix: The Life of Norman Bethune Roderick and Sharon Stewart provide the intriguing 
details of Bethune's controversial career as a surgeon, his turbulent personal life, his passionate crusade to eradicate 
tuberculosis, and his pioneering commitment to the establishment of medicare in Canada. They also examine the 
reasoning that led Bethune to embrace Marxism and show the depth of his faith in the triumph of communism over 
fascism - a commitment that drove him to take risk after risk and ultimately led to his death from an infection caught 
while performing battlefield surgery in remote northern China.Based on extensive research in Canada, Spain, and 
China, and in-depth interviews with Bethune's family, friends, colleagues, and patients, Phoenix: The Life of Norman 
Bethune is the definitive Bethune biography for our time.Pressestimmen"At long last, the whole Bethune--flaws and 
contradictions intact, making the extraordinary accomplishments of this troubled and near tragic figure all the more 
remarkable to unravel. I was riveted, from beginning to end." Ken Gass, Artistic Director, Fac"Phoenix is a much 
enriched version of Bethune's life - eminently readable and riveting." Andree Levesque, McGill University "The 
authors have taken great care to review all the new information that has come to light and present their findings in a 
balanced, and effective manner." Larry W. Stephenson, professor and chief of cardiothoracic surgery, Wayne State 
University""Thorough, objective, well-written, exhaustive and highly readable, Phoenix should become the definitive 
basis for all serious discussion of Bethune." The Globe and MailPhoenix accomplishes in magisterial fashion what any 
good biography should do: it reveals the complexity of its subject. The Bulletin of the History of Medicine""Phoenix 
will enable Canadians to understand how a son of the manse evolved into a grandfather of medical humanitarianism 
and how an outspoken and mercurial pariah became the most famous Canadian in history. Through their meticulous 
and unbiased research"At long last, the whole Bethuneflaws and contradictions intact, making the extraordinary 
accomplishments of this troubled and near tragic figure all the more remarkable to unravel. I was riveted, from 
beginning to end." Ken Gass, Artistic Director, Fac"KurzbeschreibungIn Phoenix: The Life of Norman Bethune 
Roderick and Sharon Stewart provide the intriguing details of Bethune's controversial career as a surgeon, his 
turbulent personal life, his passionate crusade to eradicate tuberculosis, and his pioneering commitment to the 
establishment of medicare in Canada. They also examine the reasoning that led Bethune to embrace Marxism and 
show the depth of his faith in the triumph of communism over fascism - a commitment that drove him to take risk after 
risk and ultimately led to his death from an infection caught while performing battlefield surgery in remote northern 
China.Based on extensive research in Canada, Spain, and China, and in-depth interviews with Bethune's family, 
friends, colleagues, and patients, Phoenix: The Life of Norman Bethune is the definitive Bethune biography for our 
time. 


