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Von Kenneth Minogue : Politics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Politics: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Long
Term View of PoliticsVon Dr. Bojan TunguzOtto von Bismarck once remarked that politicsis "the art of the
possible." This sentiment is meant to convey the ideathat there is not much room for idealism in the everyday conduct
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of palitics. Indeed, as "Politics: A Very Short Introduction” observes repeatedly, al attempts at organizing affairs of
men along some highly idealized guiding principles invariably result in large-scale bloodshed. Another way of looking
at thisisto think of politics as a necessary evil, albeit one that can improve the lot of humanity in concrete ways
without the need to reach all the way to the stars.Because of its nature, politics can be a very unsavory subject to deal
with. It is one of the virtues of this very short introduction that it aims to take a very long-term view of politics asit
has evolved over the course of several millennia. Thisis also avery western-centric view, taking the beginnings of
what we recognize as civic politics in the ancient classical world of Greece and Rome. Nonetheless, it is afact that
politics as a participatory civic activity has for the first time been well defined in the classical context, and whether
consciously or unconsciously political institutions for the next two millennia have been compared to their purported
classical ideals.Thisbook iswritten in avery literary stylethat is as far removed from the standard textbook writing as
they come. The author throws sweeping generalizations and one-sentence characterizations with an almost reckless
abandon. In away this approach can be very refreshing, and makes this an enjoyable book to read. Even when you
come across points that seem dubious at best you will appreciate the insights that are being offered. The book treats
politics within the history of ideas, rather than a craft. This approach is probably necessary for a short book that aims
for a sweeping view, but after reading it you may not be able to understand the politics as reported in the news any
better than before. Nonetheless, thisis avery lively book that is thought provoking and fun to read.0 von 0 Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Das Navi zur Erkundung der PolitikV on joposoEin tolles Buch - kurz, klar
und genau. Jeder Brger, Lehrer, Journalist und Politiker sollte es gelesen haben. Es gibt einen Abri ber die
Entwicklung der unseren Gesellschaften zugrundeliegenden politischen Ideen und Institutionen. Es gibt Anste zur
Bewertung unserer heutigen politischen Situation und It knftige Entwicklungen erahnen.Besonders interessant fand ich
die Aussagen ber:- Die politische Bedeutung einer klaren Trennung zwischen privatem und persnlichem Leben, die
Bedeutung des Individuums und des Totalitarismus.- Die tragenden Strukturen unserer Verfassungen; es erinnert
daran, dass die heutigen parlamentarischen I nstitutionen demokratischen, aristokrschen und monarchischen Elemente
miteinander verbinden, um sie zu stabilisieren.- Diein ihrer Bauart liegenden Gefahren fr die Demokratie
(entsolidarisierende Minderheiten und bergriffige Mehrheiten) - und dass dies schon seit 2000 Jahren bekannt ist.- Die
Sicht von Politikern auf den Brger heute.Das Buch ist im besten Sinn intelektuell und britisch. Wer es gelesen hat wird
sein Englisch verbessert haben und das politische Leben besser verstehen. Ob er eine andere Zeitung liest oder etwas
anderes whit- vielleicht.

Kurzbeschreibungln this provocative but balanced essay, K enneth Minogue discusses the devel opment of politics from
the ancient world to the twentieth century. He prompts us to consider why political systems evolve, how politics offers
both power and order in our society, whether democracy is always a good thing, and what future politics may havein
the twenty-first century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.Pressestimmen” Surveying the history of politics from Plato to the
present, it provides a good readabl e introduction to politics for beginners or a brushup for advanced students or faculty
on areas too long ignored.”"--Choice"Minogue's slim volume is an admirably light and sensible guide to political
practitioners and students who want to learn more about the theoretical and historical context of today's
controversies....\We would al sleep more soundly if every prospective parliamentary candidate from every party
wasrequired to read this admirable book before the next election.”--Sir Philip Goodhart"Kenneth Minogue is avery
lively stylist who does not distort difficult ideas....The book cannot fail to attract attention.”--Maurice Cranston”A
refreshing, provocative, witty book! It does an excellent job of placing politics within the contexts of history and
modern life."--Steve D. Boilard, Western Kentucky University "Surveying the history of politics from Plato to the
present, it provides a good readabl e introduction to politics for beginners or a brushup for advanced students or faculty
on areas too long ignored."--Choice "Minogue's slim volume is an admirably light and sensible guide to political
practitioners and students who want to learn more about the theoretical and historical context of today's
controversies....\WWe would al sleep more soundly if every prospective parliamentary candidate from every party was
required to read this admirable book before the next election.”--Sir Philip Goodhart "Kenneth Minogue isavery lively
stylist who does not distort difficult ideas....The book cannot fail to attract attention."--Maurice Cranston "A
refreshing, provocative, witty book! It does an excellent job of placing politics within the contexts of history and
modern life."--Steve D. Boilard, Western Kentucky University "Surveying the history of politics from Plato to the
present, it provides a good readable introduction to politics for beginners or a brushup for advanced students or faculty
on areas too long ignored."--Choice "Minogue's slim volume is an admirably light and sensible guide to political
practitioners and students who want to learn more about the theoretical and historical context of today's
controversies....\WWe would al sleep more soundly if every prospective parliamentary candidate from every party was



required to read this admirable book before the next election.”"--Sir Philip Goodhart "Kenneth Minogueis avery lively
stylist who does not distort difficult ideas....The book cannot fail to attract attention."--Maurice Cranston "A
refreshing, provocative, witty book! It does an excellent job of placing politics within the contexts of history and
modern life."--Steve D. Boilard, Western Kentucky University" Surveying the history of politics from Plato to the
present, it provides a good readabl e introduction to politics for beginners or a brushup for advanced students or faculty
on areas too long ignored."--Choice"Minogue's slim volume is an admirably light and sensible guide to political
practitioners and students who want to learn more about the theoretical and historical context of today's
controversies....\WWe would al sleep more soundly if every prospective parliamentary candidate from every party was
required to read this admirable book before the next election.”--Sir Philip Goodhart"Kenneth Minogue isavery lively
stylist who does not distort difficult ideas.... The book cannot fail to attract attention.”--Maurice Cranston”A refreshing,
provocative, witty book! It does an excellent job of placing politics within the contexts of history and modern life.”--
Steve D. Boilard, Western Kentucky UniversityK urzbeschreibungln this provocative but balanced essay, Kenneth
Minogue discusses the development of politics from the ancient world to the twentieth century. He prompts us to
consider why political systems evolve, how politics offers both power and order in our society, whether democracy is
always a good thing, and what future politics may have in the twenty-first century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titlesin amost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.



