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honest, sympathetic and lucid accountVon Rev DrRutherford is popularly known through his famous Letters. 
However, he was a much more complex chartacter. Dr Coffey handles difficult issues expertly so that it is an 
intellectual treat to reads. He interacts very capably with modern (mis)interpretations. This book illuminates the 
subject. Only a few very minor errors have been noted.

KurzbeschreibungThis is the first modern intellectual biography of the Scottish Covenanters' great theorist Samuel 
Rutherford (c. 160061). The central focus is on Rutherford's political thought and his major treatise, Lex, Rex, written 
in 1644 as a justification of the Covenanters' resistance to King Charles I. The book demonstrates that while Lex, Rex 
provided a careful synthesis of natural-law theory and biblical politics, Rutherford's Old Testament vision of a purged 
and covenanted nation ultimately subverted his commitment to the politics of natural reason. The book also discusses a 
wide range of other topics, including scholasticism and humanism, Calvinist theology, Presbyterian ecclesiology, 
Rutherford's close relationships with women and his fervent spirituality. It will therefore be of considerable interest to 
a range of scholars and students working on Scottish and English history, Calvinism and Puritanism, and early modern 
political thought.Pressestimmen' a valuable handbook to the various controversies surrounding Puritan and Reformed 
subjects authoritative and gives a new standard for works in this area. Highly recommended'. Evangelical Times'It is a 
sensitive appraisal of a powerful mind in context, and sheds valuable light on the religious and political history of 
Caroline and Civil War Britain.' Journal of Religious Historyber das ProduktThis is the first modern intellectual 
biography of the Scottish theologian and political theorist Samuel Rutherford (c. 160061). Whose main purpose is to 
provide a thorough discussion of Rutherford's religious and political ideas, and their role in the ideology of the 
rebellious Scottish Covenanters. 


