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professionals, lay advisers, trade union officials and, no doubt, students, here's a practical handbook from the 
admirable Legal Action Group which provides valuable guidance in the complex and frequently sensitive area of 
professional regulation.We say sensitive, because, in the words of the learned authors, `the stress of proceedings that 
can strip an individual of his or her only known profession and livelihood are not to be underestimated and the 
importance of substantive and procedural safeguards are fundamental.'Clear, accessible and easy to navigate -- in 
keeping with the high standards of the Legal Action Group -- the book takes a practical approach which sets out the 
preparation, practice and procedure for professional disciplinary hearings before the five healthcare regulators, 
namely - and here's the list: The General Medical Council (GMC), Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) General 
Dental Council (GDC), General Optical Council (GOC) and Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC).Particularly 
helpful is the necessarily lengthy Chapter 1 in which the legal principles are set out. Rightly described as the `general 
backbone of the book' it examines in detail the current law in this field, presents relevant extracts from case-law and 
discusses the applicability of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) to each of the above-named 
regulators.Chapters two to six, termed the `regulator specific chapters' deal with each regulator in turn. Interestingly, 
Chapter 4 points out that the HCPC currently regulates 16 professions, from arts therapists and biomedical scientists to 
radiographers and speech and language therapists -- and, as of August 2012, social workers.Within its almost 700 
pages, the book provides, in compact, yet comprehensive form, a guide to every stage of what are referred to as 
`fitness to practice proceedings', including how to prepare the case, how to conduct it, how present it at the hearing and 
more, including the issue of referrals to the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA).In addition to useful tips and 
tactics, broader issues are also dealt with, including reviews, appeals and judicial review, as well as mediation and the 
difficult matter of costs.A mine of information on avenues for further research, the book includes tables of cases, 
cases, statutes and statutory instruments, as well as a table of European legislation and a table of guidance, plus 
detailed index at the back.If you are in any way involved with assisting in professional disciplinary matters, you would 
do well to acquire this book. The date of publication is noted as at May 2012.

KurzbeschreibungProfessional discipline and healthcare regulators is a practical and accessible guide to the law, 
practice and procedure of professional disciplinary hearings before healthcare regulators. This book is essential 
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reading for lawyers, advisers, trade union officials and healthcare professionals. It is a practical handbook for the busy 
legal practitioner and an affordable and accessible guide for registrants and their union representatives. 


