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Von Tim Bunce, Alligator Descartes : Programming the Perl DBI: Database programming with Perl  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Programming the Perl DBI: 
Database programming with Perl: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A book 
about the DBI, not programming databases from Perl.Von Ein KundeThis is a good book, IF: - You want the online 
documentation with some extra fluff on databases, extra examples and the DBI spec. in one handy place (pages 187 - 
333 are pretty much available online, the rest of the book is the online material filled out). - You are interested in 
learning about the DBI, the book is about the DBI rather than database programming.This is not a good book, IF: - 
You want to learn how to program databases from the web (the widest application of Perl today is covered on one 
example/page and is an absolute joke). - You want to learn how to program databases other than Oracle (the massive 
Windows market, and other markets are left to you, the reader, to extrapolate techniques from the book to 
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practice).This is a terrible book, IF: - You are a Perl/programming beginner. - You want to learn about databases. - 
You want to troubleshoot your application (to not include much more driver specific material, when the DBI relies so 
heavily on the database's driver, means that essentially the book's use is very limited in the real world).The DBI is a 
great tool in the Perl armoury; this book does not do it justice. You will learn more from the online documentation, 
DBI mailing list and the very generous Perl community than you could ever get from here - save your money (The 
forthcoming 'Web Databases with Perl' from Manning looks far more promising, but it's not out until Oct 2000).Of 
course, if the book is supposed to be nothing more than a guide to the DBI in the very limited scope of being a recycle 
and slight expansion of existing material, then you can't fault it, and it is a nice read. A lot of the reviews for the book 
reflect this sentiment. However, if you are after more, you will end up questioning what O'Reilly were thinking. On 
these grounds three stars is generous.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A must for anyone 
serious about Perl DBI developmentVon Thomas A. LoweryProgramming the Perl DBI continues the long O'Reilly 
standard of providing accurate technical information for a reasonable price. If you develop or use Perl DBI, BUY 
THIS BOOK!Chapter 2:Humble beginning to start a Perl DBI book with how to use other types of data storage and 
retrieval features. I found this very enlightening as a solution to persistent data challenges not requiring a full database 
system.Chapter 3: A basic intro to SQL. Simple and to the point.Chapter 4-6 Describes development using Perl DBI. 
The information is excellent, as DBI is only an interface to the database systems. These chapters describe how to use 
the interface, the standard features supported, and expected results. Do you want to learn about reading BLOBs or 
binding output columns? Need to use bound input parameters? The information is all contained in these 
chapters.Chapter 7: I enjoyed the quick comparison between DBI (DBD::ODBC) and Win32::ODBC.Chapter 8: The 
description of DBD::Proxy and how to begin, is worth the price of the book. These simple pages make interfacing 
Linux to Win32 (NT/9[58]) easier to explain and do.The appendixes provide information about the DBI interface, 
what properties are available from which handle, also, a brief description of the drivers available. Good reading. I'd 
reference this section if selecting a database provider for a Perl solution. Enjoyed reading which driver supported what 
features. Is this information available in pod format, yes, however, this book provides it in one cover with an index. I'd 
check the driver pods for changes or additional features, as the development of DBD drivers continues.Interacting with 
a database system is a complex process. Using Perl DBI gives a standard interface to this complex process. This book 
does not explain how to use advance features of a particular database system. This is left to the reader and the large 
number of database references available. If you want to use a stored procedure with a trigger or execute a stored query, 
Programming the Perl DBI explains how to make the call, however, you'd need to know what to execute, and results to 
expected.As I stated in the beginning, this book is a must for anyone serious about using Perl DBI.1 von 1 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Useful, even for insidersVon Jonathan LefflerI'm biassed; I'm the primary 
author of the DBD::Informix module. And I bought my copy of the book.The Cheetah Book has a lot of useful 
information in it. Obviously, it describes the core DBI functionality very clearly, but it also contains a lot of 
information that was not previously available in a form comparable to what is in the book. For example, the extensive 
Appendix B, which lists a lot of details about each of the various drivers, is very useful and informative indeed. The 
information is not yet available elsewhere in this format, and you'd have to download all the drivers to be able to get 
all the information in one place. The guide to using the DBI Proxy Server is invaluable. The non-DBI database 
information in Chapter 2 is interesting; it shows how diverse the Perl modules are. And the comparison with 
Win32::ODBC is illuminating.There is information in the main text which has not been documented before, such as 
the "use DBI qw(:sql_types);" -- that isn't in Appendix A (the DBI Specification), either, but that oversight will no 
doubt be fixed so that it is in 'perldoc DBI' by the time DBI 1.14 is available on CPAN.This book does not attempt to 
teach you the rudiments of Perl, and nor should it. It does not teach everything about SQL, and nor should it. It doesn't 
teach you about every possible use of DBI, and it shouldn't try to do that either. It is a pity that the use of DBI with the 
Apache web server and mod_perl is not covered at all, but even that would be difficult to do sensibly. Half the effort 
would be in explaining how to handle HTML and CGI and not in using DBI per se. Nevertheless, should there be a 
second edition, this is something that should be covered in outline, even if not in complete detail.If you have any 
intention of working with DBI, either as a regular user or as a driver writer, you need this book. It is clear and pleasant 
to read. Having the DBI specification printed in book format is worth the price of the book alone; the rest of the 
material is also very valuable.Go, Buy!

KurzbeschreibungOne of the greatest strengths of the Perl programming language is its ability to manipulate large 
amounts of data. Database programming is therefore a natural fit for Perl, not only for business applications but also 
for CGI-based web and intranet applications.The primary interface for database programming in Perl is DBI. DBI is a 
database-independent package that provides a consistent set of routines regardless of what database product you use--
Oracle, Sybase, Ingres, Informix, you name it. The design of DBI is to separate the actual database drivers (DBDs) 
from the programmer's API, so any DBI program can work with any database, or even with multiple databases by 



different vendors simultaneously.Programming the Perl DBI is coauthored by Alligator Descartes, one of the most 
active members of the DBI community, and by Tim Bunce, the inventor of DBI. For the uninitiated, the book explains 
the architecture of DBI and shows you how to write DBI-based programs. For the experienced DBI dabbler, this book 
reveals DBI's nuances and the peculiarities of each individual DBD.The book includes:An introduction to DBI and its 
designHow to construct queries and bind parametersWorking with database, driver, and statement handlesDebugging 
techniquesCoverage of each existing DBDA complete reference to DBIThis is the definitive book for database 
programming in Perl. 


