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Von Anna Politkovskaya : Putin's Russia  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Putin's Russia: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen4 von 5 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Criminal 
StateVon Peter UysThe brave Anna Politkovskaya reveals the reality of Russia today in this sad, sometimes horrifying 
book. After a brief window period of freedom under Yeltsin, Russia has rapidly become a vast swamp of corruption, 
oppression and deception under Putin.Politkovskaya tells of the trouble and suffering of ordinary people who are 
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humiliated and exploited by the criminal nomenklatura. For example Nina Levurda, who in trying to establish the truth 
about her son's death in the Chechen War, became a victim of this system that when not cruel, is completely 
indifferent to the individual. This and other cases are discussed in the chapter My Country's Army And Its Mothers.In 
Russia, people imitate the man at the top, thus Putin is the one who shapes Russian society. It is mainly he who is to 
blame for the brutality and extremism prevalent in the army and the state apparatus. There are sections dealing with 
war criminals, brutality against privates in the military, government complicity in crime, the corruption in the 
judiciary, the struggle to survive in places like Kamchatka, and racism against people with a non-Slavic 
appearance.Russia's stability is of a monstrous type, where power means everything, few people hold the law in any 
regard, bribes keep business and the state running, and a free press has almost disappeared. Putin's bureaucrats have 
taken corruption to new records, unheard of even under Yeltsin or the Communists. As a lieutenant-colonel who never 
made it to the rank of colonel, he has the mentality of a Soviet secret policeman. The Yukos affair and the 
imprisonment of Mikhail Khodorkovsky demonstrate what a vindictive little man Putin is and how he is steering the 
country towards fascism.This process of crushing dissent and stifling freedom has been escalating throughout Putin's 
first presidential term and shows no sign of abating during the second. The Western press has mostly not showed great 
interest in this slide to oppression in Russia. It is hard not to write Russia off when confronted by the experiences in 
this book: the deliberate cruelties, the cold indifference and the manipulation of the media. Mercifully there are still 
people like Politkovskaya and Lev Ponomarev who are brave enough to speak out. This disturbing book concludes 
with explanatory notes containing references.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Interesting look 
behind the fassade of Russia as seen through Dashcam-VideosVon Andreas GryphiusObjectivity of Author 
1/5Educational Value: 4/5Gore 3/5Thrilling-factor 4/5Political correctness USA: 5/5Political correctness UDSSR: 
Level Gulag0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Meine MeinungVon Ren SeilerSchrift nicht 
gerade leseappetitilich. Preisunterschied eBook und Paperausgaben zu klein.g g g g g g g g g g g

KurzbeschreibungInternationally admired for her reporting, especially on the Chechen wars, award-winning journalist 
Anna Politkovskaya has turned her steely gaze on the man who, until very recently, was a darling of the Western 
media. A former KGB spy, Vladimir Putin was named President of Russia in 2000. From the moment he entered the 
public arena he marketed himself as an open, enlightened leader eager to engage with the West. Unlike many 
European and American journalists and politicians, Politkovskaya never trusted Putin's press image. From her 
privileged vantage point at the heart of Russian current affairs, she set about to dismantle both Putin the man and Putin 
the brand name, arguing that he is a power-hungry product of his own history and so unable to prevent himself from 
stifling civil liberties at every turn. This is not, Polikovskaya argues, the kind of leader most contemporary Russians 
want.To prove her theory, she tells the story of Putin's iron grip on Russian life from the point of view of individual 
citizens whose situations have been shaped by his unique brand of tyranny. Mafia dealings, scandals in the provinces, 
military and judiciary corruption, the decline of the intelligentsia, the tragic mishandling of the Moscow theatre siege - 
all are subject to Polikovskaya's pitiless but invariably humane scrutiny. This intimate portrait of nascent civil 
institutions being subverted under the unquestioning eyes of the West could not be more timely.Pressestimmen"A hero 
among hacks" (Guardian)"If you haven't done so yet, read Politkovskaya's books" (Independent)"Anna Politkovskaya 
refused to lie, in her work; her murder is a ghastly act, and an attack on world literature" (Nadine Gordimer)"We will 
continue to learn from her for years" (Salman Rushdie)"Her eye for detail was unfailing" (Financial 
Times)WerbetextA devastating appraisal of the policies of Putin and the Kremlin, by Anna Politkovskaya, who was 
the leading radical journalist of Russia until her tragic murder in Moscow, 2006. 


