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Von Zane Grey : RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE (non illustrated) (English Edition)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE (non 
illustrated) (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Overly 
descriptiveVon bernieI grew up with Zane Grey movies and books all around. As a kid the home library included a 
complete set of Zane Grey.So I decided to finally read Riders of the Purple Sage.The story runs quite slow, especially 
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in the beginning. The pace picks up towards the end with horse chases and misplaced rocks. Nothing is hidden from 
the reader so a good guesser knows all the secrets before they are explicitly revealed and exhaustively explained. 
Every rock and bush is described and described again every time it is passed. I am not sure if it is a positive or 
negative. I guess it is up to the individual reader.I will say this Zane Grey can weave several plots together seamlessly 
and not leave any frayed ends.Remarque sur ce commentaire Remarque sur ce commentaire4 von 4 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Writers of the Purple Phrase!Von Stuart W. MirskyZane Grey was a fixture in American 
letters when it came to the Western. In fact, one might suggest that he invented the modern form of it (though, of 
course, there were writers of dime novel westerns before him, not to mention James Fenimore Cooper and his 
leatherstocking tales). But Grey certainly did someting memorable and lasting with the form, if this book is any 
measure. I had never read Grey before, so I picked this one up with some uncertainty. Thought I could not count 
myself well-read until I'd tried one of his books and this seemed to be the one with the most literary weight. It's 
certainly named well enough. As it happens, I enjoyed the book in the end, but have to admit that it is weak in a 
number of serious ways. Set in Mormon Utah in the late 1800's, it's the tale of a young Mormon woman who is the 
sole heir of her father and owner of the substantial ranch he has left her. Because of the significance of her ranch and 
because she is a rather headstrong young woman, the Mormon elders feel it essential to rein her in and get her married 
into the fold as quickly as they can. One particular Mormon Elder, a man named Tull, has his eye on her especially, 
with the support of his mysterious Bishop. But Jane, pious as she is, demurs, recognizing that becoming one more of 
Tull's wives (in those days the Mormons were still taking several wives) will only strip her of her freedom and clout in 
the little community (which she has inherited along with her father's extensive ranch). The story opens with Tull and 
his other pious brethren about to administer a sound thrashing to a young cow hand who has been working for the 
heroine, Jane Withersteen, and who Jane has been flirting with. Jane is powerless to prevent the beating and worse 
until the appearance, out of the hazy, distant horizon, of a man called Lassiter. Lassiter proves to be a hard sort and a 
known gunman with a special dislike for Mormons. His arrival proves salutary and the end of it is he stays on with 
Jane at the ranch while the cow hand heads out and the Mormons scatter, tails between their legs. Jane sets out to 
convince Lassiter that not all Mormons are bad while the Mormon elders conspire to bring Jane down by scaring off 
all her Mormon and non-Mormon ranch hands. Meanwhile, the esrstwhile cow hand (his name escapes me) stumbles 
onto the secret hide-out of the rustlers who have been robbing the honest folk in the area. There are lots of chases and 
hiding outs and some gun play. The cow hand finds his love in an unlikely place in the box canyon in which he holes 
up (hard to believe this man and his intended are together an entire week, feel the way they do about each other and 
yet never touch one another, but it was a simpler time then, wasn't it?), the gunman hangs around Jane who exerts her 
feminine wiles to get him to give up his guns before he can hurt anymore Mormons, and the Mormon elders continue 
their nefarious schemes to break Jane to the halter. Thoughout it all, Lassiter seems oddly passive and inert for the 
deadly, single-minded gunman he is made out to be. And yet, one of the remarkable things about this book is the rich 
prose in which the landscape is surrealistically painted, which gives it both its title and the feel that this is more than 
just a silly story about good guys and bad guys. And there is a strong sense of suppressed sexuality underlying the 
entire tale here as embodied in the highly visual rendering of the countryside, its canyons, its sage and its sky. The 
descriptiveness of the narrative is, however, somewhat repetitive and overdone as though apparently reflecting the 
turbulent emotions of the characters themselves, as though their innermost feelings are laid bare upon the landscape of 
their tale. The ending is a bit melodramatic too and rather predictable, but, in all, I can see why this tale has the good 
name it's got. It's intriguing and enthralling (it kept me reading through to the end -- a harder thing these days as my 
eyes are not what they used to be and I have less patience than I once did for the fictional word). But in comparison 
with many other works which I have read and enjoyed, I had to conclude that this one is not quite in their league.Using 
the "five star" system, I usually reserve five stars for the really good to the great, four for the pretty damned good to 
the good, and three to the "good but" category. This one is thus a "three" on that measure since it was strongly enough 
written to carry me as a reader and interesting enough in its unexpectedly powerful use of language but, in the end, 
that very usage went over the top and slid into the dream-like purple of the sage in which the characters cavort. And 
the characterizations, themselves, are rather stilted, the tale kind of flat and just plain contrived. I think it is the 
underlying sexual energy in the writing which really carries the day. "Good but . . . "1 von 1 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. A superb "theatre of the mind" audiobook experience.Von Midwest Book ReviewThe 
St. Charles Players turn their considerable talents to creating an Audio Theatre production of Zane Grey's classic 
western tale Riders Of The Purple Sage in this two cassette, 165 minute, multi-cast dramatization. Here the listener 
will thrill to the echos of gunfire on the western plan, loyal riders for the brand, a stranger who rides to the sound of 
the guns, beliefs and passions intertwined with betrayal and violence. Zane Grey was a master storyteller who set the 
standards for the western novel. This Monterey Soundworks production is flawlessly recorded and offers up a true 
"theatre of the mind" experience that offers a true saga of enchanting excitement and intrigue set in the days of a 
mythic western frontier.



KurzbeschreibungRiders of the Purple Sage tells the story of Jane Withersteen and her battle to overcome her 
persecution by members of her Mormon church, a leader of which, Elder Tull, wants to marry her. Withersteen is 
supported by a number of Gentile friends, including Bern Venters and Lassiter, the famous gunman and killer of 
Mormons. Throughout most of the novel she struggles with her "blindness" in seeing the evil nature of her church and 
its leaders, trying to keep both Venters and Lassiter from killing her adversaries, who are slowly ruining her. Through 
the adoption of a child, Fay, she abandons her false beliefs and discovers her true love. A second plot strand tells of 
Venters and his escape to the wilderness with a girl whom he has accidentally shot, cares for, and falls in love with. In 
the end of the novel Venters and Bess, "the rustler's girl," escape to the East, while Lassiter, Fay, and Jane, pursued by 
both Mormons and rustlers, escape into a paradise-like valley by toppling a giant balancing rock, forever closing off 
the only way in or out. (non illustrated)PressestimmenExcellent introduction by Lee Clark Mitchell, that confirms 
Zane Grey was never anecdotal: this novel is much more than just a Western. Georges-Claude Guilbert, Universite 
Francois Rabelais ToursKurzbeschreibungRiders of the Purple Sage tells the story of Jane Withersteen and her battle 
to overcome her persecution by members of her Mormon church, a leader of which, Elder Tull, wants to marry her. 
Withersteen is supported by a number of Gentile friends, including Bern Venters and Lassiter, the famous gunman and 
killer of Mormons. Throughout most of the novel she struggles with her "blindness" in seeing the evil nature of her 
church and its leaders, trying to keep both Venters and Lassiter from killing her adversaries, who are slowly ruining 
her. Through the adoption of a child, Fay, she abandons her false beliefs and discovers her true love. A second plot 
strand tells of Venters and his escape to the wilderness with a girl whom he has accidentally shot, cares for, and falls in 
love with. In the end of the novel Venters and Bess, "the rustler's girl," escape to the East, while Lassiter, Fay, and 
Jane, pursued by both Mormons and rustlers, escape into a paradise-like valley by toppling a giant balancing rock, 
forever closing off the only way in or out. (non illustrated) 


