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in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-
Arab Conflict, 1881-1998:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen9 von 10 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A first-
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class history of the Israel-Arab conflictVon Ein KundeThousands of books have been written on the I sragli-Arab
conflict. Virtually all of these have been partisan. Here we have the first objective history covering the conflict from
its 19th century inception right up to the 21st century. "Righteous Victims' is not a history of Israel nor a history of
Palestine. It is a history of the conflict and it covers the subject comprehensively, objectively and with acute insight.
No serious student of the Middle East can afford to ignore this book.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Comprehensive, but ponderousVon Ms. Kathleen Kernl read Avi Shlaim's _Iron Wall _ shortly after
finishing this comprehensive history and Morris seems ponderous by comparison. | had to renew his book from the
library six timesto finish it. Morris upfront about telling readers that he writes from an Israeli perspective, because he
has more access to Israeli sources. An interesting review of the book in the March 13, 2000 issue of _The Jerusalem
Report_ says thisisno excuse. Morris could have sought the help of Arabic speakersto read Arab sources.| was alittle
taken aback by his casual referencesto the Isragli attacks on the U.S.S. Liberty in 1967 and on the U.N. headquarters
at Kafr Kanain 1995 as regrettable accidents, without mentioning there is considerable interational controversy over
whether these attacks were accidental. Still, the book covers alarge swathe of history and helps the reader to put the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict within alargely demythol ogized framework.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Great objective book, must have for those interested in the origin of the Middle East conflictVon UserThis
book, written by Benny Morris, awell known Israeli Professor of History, isamust have for everyone interested in
that topic. Digging deep into the Israeli archives, he uncovers the history of Israel with all it's ups downs. Heis not
afraid of telling the truth but never takes sides.Praised by the New Y ork Times, The Washington Post, Financial Times
and many more, thisis arguably the most comprehensive and objective book every written on the history of the Middle
East conflict. If you are interested in this topic or even studying in that field, you won't be able to ignoreit.

KurzbeschreibungRighteous Victims, by the noted historian Benny Morris, is a comprehensive and objective history
of the long battle between Arabs and Jews for possession of aland they both call home. It appears at a most timely
juncture, as the bloody and protracted struggle seems at last to be headed for resolution.With great clarity of vision,
Professor Morris finds the roots of this conflict in the deep religious, ethnic, and political differences between the
Zionist immigrants and the native Arab population of Palestine. He describes the gradual influx of Jewish settlers,
which was eventually fiercely resisted by the Arabs during the decades of British Mandatory government following
World War 1. The establishment of the State of Isragl in 1947 - 48 gave the Jews a homeland in the wake of the
Holocaust, but the ensuing flight of the Palestinian Arabs shattered their society and led to the birth of afestering
refugee problem. Morris describes these epic events and the Arab onslaught that followed, as he does each of the
subsequent wars (in 1956, 1967, 1973, and 1982 - 85); the Intifada of 1987 - 91, when the Palestinian populace of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip rebelled against Isragli rule; and the rise of fundamentalist religious movements on both
sides of the barricades. Tracing the successes and failures of politicians, generals, and diplomats in both camps, he
regards their actions and plight with accuracy and empathy, drawing on archival materials, memoirs, and secondary
worksto give avivid account of each major military encounter--and of the vicissitudes of peace efforts from the post-
1948 negotiations through the Camp David (1977 - 79), Oslo (1993 - 95), and Wye River Plantation (1998) accords.
Mr. Morris offers sharply etched portraits and illuminating anecdotes about the charismatic |eaders who have been the
chief protagonists of this contentious history, including Theodor Herzl, Hajj Amin al-Husseini, David Ben-Gurion,
Anwar Sadat, and Menachem Begin, to name only afew. Righteous Victims ends with Mr. Morris's analysis of the
current state of play, when the election of Ehud Barak as prime minister (May 1999) has opened the door to arenewal
of negotiations between Israel and its Palestinian and Syrian neighbors. As the denizens of the Middle East set out to
write the next chapter in thislong and difficult struggle, Righteous Victimsis essential reading: a monumental work of
narration and explication for al who seek to understand the history of the conflict and the prospects for peace.From
the Hardcover edition..deMaking sense of any particular episode in the long and convoluted conflict between Arabs
and Israelis can seem a Sisyphean task--engineering peace in the Middle East has become nearly clichd in its
complexity, with each individual dispute traceable back to years of anger, mistrust, and mutual misunderstanding
fueled by cycles of violence and revenge. To add to this confusion, the historical record has been colored by "emphatic
partisanship by commentators and historians from both sides, as well as by foreign observers," adds Middle East
historian Benny Morris. So what Morris has undertaken in this volume--an inclusive, dispassionate, and rigorous
history of the conflict, from Zionism's birth in the wake of the Russian pogroms through to the uncertain prospects for
peace in 1999--is no mean feat. A calm, balanced voice (although a controversial one among some who fear
revisionism), Morris has previously proven his scholarship with such definitive titles as I srael's Border Wars and The
Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem. Righteous Victims likewise doesn't waver in its task, methodically
unearthing the political and military roots of the struggle, from early friction between Zionist "colonizers' and native
Arabs slowly through to the establishment of Israel and the bloody wars and terrorism that followed. --Paul
Hughes.comMaking sense of any particular episode in the long and convoluted conflict between Arabs and Israelis can
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