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Von Buddy Levy : River of Darkness: Francisco Orellana's L egendary Voyage of Death and Discovery Down
the Amazon before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised River of
Darkness: Francisco Orellana's Legendary Voyage of Death and Discovery Down the Amazon:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Die
lange Reise auf dem asV on PatolinoFrancisco de Orellana gehrt zu den Konquistadoren, die aus Trujilloin


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004CFAWFW

Estremadura (Spanien) stammen, ebenso wie die Gebrder Pizarro, die wesentlich an der Eroberung des Inka-Reiches
beteiligt waren. Auf der Suche nach dem sagenhaften El Dorado finden die meisten aber nur den Tod in der Hile der
Hlle des tropischen Regenwaldes. Mehr durch Zufall beginnt fr Orellana die Fahrt ber den as, den er als erster Europer
bis zum Atlantik durchquert.Buddy Levy versteht es meisterhaft, historische Fakten aus Aufzeichnungen der
beteiligten Chronisten zu einer hochspannenden Geschichte zu verdichten, die einen exzellenten Einblick in die ngste,
Sorgen und Nte der Spanier aber auch in das Panoptikum der dort lebenden VIker und Stmme vermittelt.Das Ende
Orellanas (wohl auch wegen der mangelnden Quellen) ist etwas kurz gehalten, trotzdem eine klare Empfehlung, wenn
man sich fr die Geschichte des 16. Jahrhundertsin Sdamerika und den Mythos der Terra lcognita des as zu dieser Zeit
interessiert.Viele Themen werden zwar nur kurz gestreift (zum Beispiel die "Flachkpfe" im Volk der Omagua, eine
Deformation des Schdels, hervorgerufen durch entsprechende Manahmen in der Kindheit und auch von Vikern
jenseits der Anden; z.B. Nazca und Huari praktiziert), aber ein reicher Fundus an Literaturangaben ermglicht eine
tiefergehende Beschftigung mit angerissenen Themen.

KurzbeschreibungFrom the acclaimed author of Conquistador comes this thrilling account of one of historys greatest
adventures of discovery. With cinematic immediacy and meticulous attention to historical detail, here is the true story
of alegendary sixteenth-century explorer and his death-defying navigation of the river of darkness, pathway to gold.In
1541, the brutal conquistador Gonzalo Pizarro and his well-born lieutenant Francisco Orellana set off from Quito in
search of La Canela, South Americas rumored Land of Cinnamon, and the fabled El Dorado, the golden man. Driving
an enormous retinue of mercenaries, enslaved natives, horses, hunting dogs, and other animals across the Andes, they
watched their proud expedition begin to disintegrate even before they descended into the nightmarish jungle, following
the course of apowerful river. Soon hopelessly lost in the swampy labyrinth, their numbers diminishing daily through
disease, starvation, and Indian attacks, Pizarro and Orellana made a fateful decision to separate. While Pizarro
eventually returned home barefoot and in rags, Orellana and fifty-seven men, in afew fragile craft, continued
downriver into the unknown reaches of the mighty , serenaded by native war drums and the eerie cries of exotic
predators. Theirs would be the greater glory. Interweaving eyewitness accounts of the quest with newly uncovered
details, Buddy Levy reconstructs the seminal journey that has electrified adventurers ever since, as Orellana became
the first European to navigate and explore the entire length of the worlds largest river. Levy gives along-overdue
account of the native populationssome peaceful and welcoming, offering sustenance and life-saving guidance, others
ferociously hostile, subjecting the invaders to gauntlets of unremitting attack and intimations of terrifying rituals. And
here istheitself, a powerful presence whose every twist and turn held the promise of new wonders both natural and
man-made, as well as the ever-present risk of deathariver that would hold Orellanain itsirresistible embrace to the
end of hislife. Overflowing with violence and beauty, nobility and tragedy, River of Darkness is both riveting history
and a breathtaking adventure that will sweep readers along on an epic voyage unlike any other.From the Hardcover
edition.PressestimmenPraise for River of Darkness."River of Darknessimmediately takes its place as the definitive
book on one of the great voyages into the unknown of all time, Orellana's accidental first descent of the. Not only isit
asolid contribution to the scholarly literature onia, but it isariveting and irresistible read, narrative history of a
literary quality rarely encountered that compares with Alan Moorehead's great books on the Nile. Bravissimo !" --
Alex Shoumatoff, contributing editor, Vanity Fair; publisher DispatchesFromTheV anishingworld.com,and author of In
Southern Light, The Rivers, and The World is Burningln River of Darkness, Buddy Levy proves that the scariest
stories are the true ones. Filled with fascinating details and the terror that comes with exploring something for the very
first time, thisis history coming back to life.- Brad Meltzer, Bestselling author of The Book of Fate and The Inner
CircleBuddy Levy is one of those rare and gifted authors whose books are virtual time machines that effortlessly
transport us back through centuries. In River of Darkness, we participate in one of historys signal explorations,
Francisco Orellanas descent of the River. We see blood, smell smoke, hear screams of joy and agony. Levys
impeccably researched book is at once harrowing adventure and revealing history. Better than any in recent memory,
River of Darkness sheds new lightand reveal s the darkest aspectsof the Conquistadors brave and bloody New World
forays.-James M. Tabor, Author of Blind Descent: The Quest to Discover the Deepest Place on

Earth.K urzbeschreibungFrom the acclaimed author of Conquistador comes this thrilling account of one of historys
greatest adventures of discovery. With cinematic immediacy and meticulous attention to historical detail, hereisthe
true story of alegendary sixteenth-century explorer and his death-defying navigation of the river of darkness, pathway
to gold.In 1541, the brutal conguistador Gonzalo Pizarro and his well-born lieutenant Francisco Orellana set off from
Quito in search of La Canela, South Americas rumored Land of Cinnamon, and the fabled El Dorado, the golden man.
Driving an enormous retinue of mercenaries, enslaved natives, horses, hunting dogs, and other animals across the
Andes, they watched their proud expedition begin to disintegrate even before they descended into the nightmarish
jungle, following the course of a powerful river. Soon hopelessly lost in the swampy labyrinth, their numbers
diminishing daily through disease, starvation, and Indian attacks, Pizarro and Orellana made a fateful decision to



separate. While Pizarro eventually returned home barefoot and in rags, Orellana and fifty-seven men, in afew fragile
craft, continued downriver into the unknown reaches of the mighty , serenaded by native war drums and the eerie cries
of exotic predators. Theirs would be the greater glory. Interweaving eyewitness accounts of the quest with newly
uncovered details, Buddy Levy reconstructs the seminal journey that has electrified adventurers ever since, as Orellana
became the first European to navigate and explore the entire length of the worlds largest river. Levy gives along-
overdue account of the native populationssome peaceful and welcoming, offering sustenance and life-saving guidance,
others ferociously hostile, subjecting the invaders to gauntlets of unremitting attack and intimations of terrifying
rituals. And hereistheitself, a powerful presence whose every twist and turn held the promise of new wonders both
natural and man-made, as well as the ever-present risk of deathariver that would hold Orellanain itsirresistible
embrace to the end of hislife. Overflowing with violence and beauty, nobility and tragedy, River of Darknessis both
riveting history and a breathtaking adventure that will sweep readers along on an epic voyage unlike any other.From
the Hardcover edition.



