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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Subtext
contra socialismVon Ein KundeMalia's book, following on similar work in Soviet Tragedy, aims at making history out
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of the so-called great thinkers that loved or hated Russiaiin tsarist and Soviet forms. As always, his main target is Karl
Marx and the intellectuals who would impose similar ideas onto real life--the nasty results of which were made
especially clear in the unqualified disaster of Oct 1917. 1917 plays the critical role of sabotaging one kind of European
development in favor of asocialist path (which also can be seen as European). And unfortunately, the only non-Euro
perception of Russia emerges from the dissidents who lay bare the bones of the Soviet skeleton. The book interestingly
shows how Europeans over centuries wavered in their view of Russia, but the real target is socialism and the horrific
spectacle that it finally manifested before 1991 (and which some have not yet recognized).0 von 0 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Not about Russia at all but about the West.Von N. Ravitchl'm not quite finished but find
the book stimulating and useful. | suspect the title and subtitle are there to garner readers who would not read yet
another book about liberalism and marxism. But the book is really about European ideas and not about Russia. Russia
is seen through the ideas of Europe. That is not a criticism of the book, only a criticism of its marketing and
packaging.0 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Right-Wing Intellectual HistoryVon John
DolanRussia Under Western Eyesis actually aright-wing history of "European thought.". Maliais an ldealist, which
isto say that like many professors he is convinced that the world turns on the opinions of professors. Specificaly, he
joins Peter Gay in what he calls "the party of humanity"--which actually means, "the party of grumpy old professors
who are convinced the world falling apart when they stopped requiring tiesin the Faculty Club."Malia sees himself as
agreat healer, preparing Russia, like the dishonored daughter of a respectable family, for eventual readmission to
Europe. Malias hope for Russiaisthat, after fifty years of penance, Russia may at long last be allowed to "converge"
with Central Europe, and after another 50 years, be fit to walk beside that most glorious corner of the globe, Western
Europe. Russians themselves don't seem to have been consulted on the matter; in proper Victorian manner, Malia
diagrams Russid's salvation without asking the mere natives for their opinion.Most of us have had arguments like the
one that occupies Malia: "Is Russia actually part of Europe?' But we've had them in the traditional context: in the
dorms, after taking afirst-year survey course titled something like "Modern Europe: Robespierre to Raskolnikov," or
"Moliere to Madonna' or "...Nationalism, Rationalism and that Other One"--a course invariably taught by one
embittered rightwing professor and twelve sullen underpaid TA's.When you try to take this kind of argument seriously
under any other circumstances (outside the dorms, past the age of 18), the question of Russias inclusion in Europe
tends to devolve into pointless arguments about the definition of "Europe.” Either the term refers smply to that part of
Eurasiawest of the Urals--in which case we can settle the whole question with a simple road map--or "Europe” is
forced to carry an insupportable load of normative baggage about "the essence of the European character.” And such
guestions are better left unasked, because they lead either to massive bloody world wars or, even worse, to Dutch
hippies bragging about how bravely they resist Fascism by pinstriping German tourists BMWs when nobody's
looking.On those rare occasions when Malia actually discussesin detail the history of shiftsin the perception of
Russia by Europe, he makes some very interesting points, notably that Russia has often been most feared when it was
least aggressive and powerful (asin the latter half of the nineteenth century), and most trusted when it was at its most
expansionist (especially under Peter | and Catherine the Great).But there's far too little detail on the history of Western
images of Russia, and far too much of the old Daniel Mornet, Lester Crocker potted, tendentious intellectual histories,
all focusing on Europe, not Russia. When you reach the end of this odd book, you wonder: Honestly, Professor-
Emeritus Malia, what does Russia have to do with this faculty-club spat ? Russia, in your book, has been dragged, as
so many times before, into a European war she could well have been spared.

KurzbeschreibungAs the dust clears from the fall of Communism, will Western eyes see Russia, the unclaimed orphan
of Western history or Russia as she truly is, a perplexing but undeniable member of the European family? A dazzling
work of intellectual history by aworld-renowned scholar, spanning the years from Peter the Great to the fall of the
Soviet Union, this book gives us a clear and sweeping view of Russia not as an eternal barbarian menace but as an
outermost, if laggard, member in the continuum of European nations. The Russian troika hurtles through these pages.
The Spectre, modernity's belief in salvation by revolutionary ideology, haunts them. Alice's looking glass greets us at
thisturn and that. Throughout, Martin Malias inspired use of these devices aptly conveys the surreality of the whole
Soviet Russian phenomenon and the West's unbalanced perception of it. He shows us the usually distorted images and
stereotypes that have dominated Western ideas about Russia since the eighteenth century. And once these emerge as
projections of the West's own internal anxieties, he shifts his focusto the institutional structures and cultural forms
Russia shares with her neighbors.Here modern Europe is depicted as an East-West cultural gradient in which the
central and eastern portions respond to the Atlantic West's challenge in delayed and generally skewed fashion. Thus
Russia, after two centuries of building then painfully liberalizing its Old Regime, in 1917 tried to leap to a socialism
that would be more advanced and democratic than European capitalism. The result was a cruel caricature of European
civilization, which mesmerized and polarized the West for most of this century. Asthe old East-West gradient
reappears in genuinely modern guise, this brilliantly imaginative work shows us the reality that has for so long



tantalized--and eluded--Western eyes..deMartin Malia, Professor Emeritus of Russian History at the University of
Cdliforniaat Berkeley, hopes to rescue Russia from its status as menacing Other and restore it to its rightful place asa
member of Europe. In Russia Under Western Eyes, Malia argues that there is no real polarity between Europe and
Russia, but that "Russia has at different times been demonized or divinized by Western opinion |ess because of her real
role in Europe than because of the fears and frustrations, or the hopes and aspirations, generated within European
society by its own domestic problems." Following recent German historiography, Malia traces a continuum of
development from West (most advanced) to East (somewhat laggard) and points out that there is as much difference
between, say, Germany and France as between Russia and Europe. In the end, however, Russia remains a poor, weak
sister--her growth stunted by bad choices, notably Communism. Malia chronicles the West's varying assessments.
Russia celebrated for its enlightened despotism; Russia despised for its Oriental despotism; Russia welcomed back as
simply one distinct culture within Europe; and, after the 1917 Revolution, Russia (to quote Churchill) asa"riddle,
wrapped in amystery, inside an enigma.” Nearly half the book focusesin on Soviet Russia, as both an "experiment”
(1917 to 1945) and as an "empire" (1945 to 1991). Not one to sit on the fence, Maliais clear about his position: Soviet
Communism is an experiment that failed because Communism itself is doomed to fail. Though many scholars agree,
Malia's anti-Soviet feracity (he has often been described as "an old-fashioned cold warrior") somewhat diminishes the
scholarly value of thiswork. General readers, however, will appreciate the sweeping scope of this remarkable
book.Pressestimmenlf you read only one book on post-Soviet Russia, this might be it... Through a series of striking
historical essays, the author helps European and American readers understand how they think about Russia, and the
ways in which that process shapes what they think of the country. Martin Malia...is as much at home in the history of
European politics and philosophy as he isin Russian history, which he has been studying for four decades...He urges
us to acknowledge that the "West' by which we choose to define ourselvesis far broader, lessrational, [and] more
contradictory...than most of uswould like to believe. And he challenges us to peer into ourselves before peering into
Russia.--S. Frederick Starr "Wilson Quarterly "



